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BREMER SANCTUARY HOPES TO MAKE A POSITIVE
By JinKenney

(Reprinted from the 180anniversary edition of lllinois Auduim Society open house
newsletter, April 171997

Until after pioneer settlement, the Bremer Sanctuary and much of central
and southern Montgomery County was a land of mixed prairieveoodlan®
much of it now called savandaa landscape of scattered oaks, sometimes in
groves, with the ground covered with prolific and diverse blanket of grasses anc
herbs. Occasional thickets of shrubby plants such as plum, hazel and blackberrie
provided food and cover for birds and animals. Pasturage and tillage has remove
practically all of the original character of this region.

There is a growing body of people who, with an interestistory, plants

and wildlife, long to see some areas set aside and managed with the aim c
returning them to some semblance of their appearance in say, 1800. With all th
changes that have occurred, this is a difficult but achievable project requiting bo

work and patience. A high percentage of the native plants have disappeared fror
the land except for a few out of the way corners and in pioneer cemeteries. Th
once abundant prairie chicken of now represented only by a small, fragile
population in Newon and Jasper Counties. Others such as the passenger pigeo
and Carolina Parakeet are extinct. The large mammals, bison, elk, and black be:

(the | ast one killed on Shoal Creek
and Montgomery Counties) casinbe introduced into any
Meet but very large areas. However, the success of the wild
Brem turkey program shows that positive changes can be made.
newest There are now many volunteers in many areas of the
state, including Montgomery County, working towards
feathere( recreating te former lllinois scene. The Bremer Sanctuary
. has this potential. If you are in anyway interested in some
resid of our goals, whether it be birds, animals, plants, or just a
5 quiet place for walks, please visit (the barn at Bremer) for
Pg. interesting programs, digssions, and walks. (And, perhaps
consider joining the Bremer stewards as a volunteer.)
WHOOOO! W




SEASONS AT THE BREMER SANCTUI

Funny how qui c kthese pictaresn
were taken one month apart. The fall photo on
October ®th and the winter photan November 1%.
Both equally as beautiful, one is just a bit colder thaj

the other.

Visit the Bremer tragl to see all the beauty it has to

offer. The Sanctuary is open dawn till duskery day
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NEW HOPE FOR GREATER PRAIRIE CHICKEN

By Jerry Prater

The Hickory Hill chapter was pleased to host Mr. Bob Gillespie at the annual meet
in midNovember. MrGillespie, a representative of the Illinois Natural History Survey, was
appointed as point man for the relocation project to bring new hope for the dwindling Greaf
Prairie ChickenTiympanuchus cupid@ppulation at Prairie Ridge Natural Area in Jasper
Caunty.

The relocation project is sponsored by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources
and lllinois Audubon Society. The hope is to bring a total of three hundred birds to Jasper
Marion Counties over the next three years.

Bob and his assemblealunteers ventured to central Kansas in an area known as t
Smokey Hills where a stable population of Prairie chickensted to thrive. There they
scoped out the booming grounds (callletkg and set up a series of traps, wire cages which
funneled bids into cages and nets which could be dropped on assembled birds.

The plan called for trapping one hundred bH%3 males and 50 femalés each of the
three years of the program. Bob and his crew captured 91 birds in 2014. Once captured, each bixdmiasd by a volunteer
veterinarian, had blood samples drawn for DNAntification, and most were tagged with radio telemetry for future tracking.

Agreements had been prarranged with pilots from the state government to be on standby to fly from Sfeldg Illinois
to Kansas where the birds, safely packed in sturdy traveling boxes, were loaded for a three hour flight to the airpoghar&ff
Blrdswere then trucked to Prame Ridge Natural Area for releastherbooming grounds of Illinois birds

B, . Bob reported that the captured birds all fared well doing the relocation. Newly
- released males joined in with resident males in the booming and mating ritual. Some of the
new females have nested successfully and raised broods in their new habitat.
/ Los of habitat to farming and overhunting in the past has been the primary cause of

a dramatic decline in Greater Prairie Chicken populations. The lllinois population once number

between 10 and 15 million birds but are now generally reduced to very snoalpgiclinging
to isolated short grass praie

: - Not a chicken at all, but rather a member of the grouse family, the Greater Prairie
Chlcken once clalmed terntory from south Texas, through the plains states and into the province of Alberta in Canida. By o n Q
the bird was nearly extinct. Photographic evidence shows hunters displaying hundreds of harvested birds at a time destined f
restaurants in Chicago and the east.




A number of Midwestern stass including lllinois, Missougi
Wisconsin have pécipated in relocation programs (again, mainly from
Kansas) to repopulate state birds.

For those members and the public who were unable to hear
DAft SAaLIASQa LINBA&SY G refieatzhyg progilark i® M& NE
2015at the Bremer Sanctuary barn.

Anyone wishing to contribute to the relocation program may send
donations to the lllinois Audubon Society office at Adams Sanctuary in
Springfield.
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There is always plenty of
maintenance work to do at the |
Sanctuary.

(Left) Don Krefft, Ed Martin & Dick ‘
Rompasky clear a fallen tree from &
trail pathway.

(Right) Dick Rompasky rakes awa:
the debris.

Henry Eilers (left) & Ken Schaal led a sma
group ofvolunteers during the annual seed
collection on Saturday, Novembg@th. Seeds
were collected at the Schaal property, east ¢
Hillsboro, tolater be dispersed athe
sanctuary.
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An abundance of avian visitors are always flutterin
about at Bremers. ®sephotoswere snapped on
October19™ along the driveway to the barn. (Tap)
female & male Northern Cardinal, (leftEastern
Bluebird, (right)t White Crowned Sparrow.




KIDS JUST WANT TO HAVE FUN!!
BY GERI KINNAMAN

¢KS 1 Aftfaoz2NE { OK?2 ZFteeMethatist RFelO (i Qa Thehigmighof thel typRvas the "Walk Thiwe Wild". To make

classes visited the Bremer Sanctutmytheir annual field trip on Oct this walk more ducational and fun, Nancy Redmavas able to
23rd. The morning classes totaled around 40 students which were borrow decoys of ducks, geese, turkeys and a Great Blue Heyon
accompanied by teachers and ako assortment oparents or the Cerutti family of CoffeerDick Rompasky had mown the path
grandparentsThe afternoon classes totaled again around 40 alongside the estuary pond where the walk would take pl&oeri
students and also had an accompaeim of teachersparents and Kinnaman setup the decoy ¢scenes before the students
grandparents. A ballpark count of visitors would be 150 people. arrived. Added to the mix were two Great Horned Owls and a plush

Opossum harigg from a tree by its tailA snack and a visit to the
Education Center tsee the interesting displays wrapped up their

trip.

2015 EVENTS FOR BREMER SANC

January 1,2015 yydzrf bS¢g S
11:00 am, Soup following.

April 4 Spring Bird Walk, 7:00am, Coffee &
Rolls

April 18 Woodland Flower Walk, 1:00pm

May, Bob Gillespie Prairie Chicken Relocatil
(repeat program TBA).

June 6 Early Morning Summer Birdwalk,
7:00am, Biscuits & Gravy following.

July 18 Prairie Wildflower Walk, 4:00pm,
Wiener Roast foébwing.

October 8 Owl Prowl & Wiener Roast
5:00pm

October 24 Hickory Hills Chapter Annual
Meeting TBA




ANNUAL OWL PROWL HIGHLIGHTS 201 The highlight of the evening arrived in a crate.
Making the trek from The TreeHouse Wildlife Center

By Nancy redman in Dow, lllinois was a young Great Horned Owl. His
_ _ handler and longtime volunteer, Pam Lippert
On the damp, chilly evening of Octobert§ around 40 transported the orphaned owl from the Center for

members and guests gathered at the barn of Bremer release_at the sanctuary. He had been a resident
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However, the residgnt Bremer owls Wer_e not enti.ced be released into his new home.

to respond back with a call orwere possibly too wise
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were silent, but the evening was not all lost. Prior to

the calling, guestsenjoyed a wiener roast with all the

fixings and a delicious assortment of carryn dishes.

Conversations were abundant between old and new

faces and for those energetic youngsters, the

sanctuary trails provided a haven for running and an

impromptu game o hide-and-seek.

Pam, donned with thick gloves, removed thé month
old GHO from his transport crate and gave an
informative talk regarding this owl and answered
general owl questions from the audience. The GHO
waited patiently for his freedom, occasionally
offering up an ominous billclapping and hissing
sound. Just a litgé past dusk, Pam handed over the
GHO to Nancy Redman, who was elated to be chosen
to actually release the owl. With the anxious
onlookers counting down, the owl was tossed into
the air and headed in a northerly direction, sure to
find a new home amidst tle abundant timber.
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Receive your newsletter online and in glorious
color.

Send your email address to the sanctuary
666 PONBYSNEI yOUdzr NE @2 NJ
and you will receive each issue as a PDF file. A
let us know if you wish to be removed from the
shail malil list.
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Receiving your newsletter by email will not only
allow us to spend more money on work at the
sanctuary, it is also thé D w 9 thibgso do!!!




